SUMMARY Ovarian volumes in 3-and 5-day-old mice heterozygous for the t(l 1;19)42H translocation were found to be smaller than those of normal controls. Comparisons between litter mates suggested a slight increase in body weight of the translocation bearers and this effect increased the difference in relative ovarian volumes between t42H/+ mice and controls. It is suggested that the differential effect of the translocation on fertility in males and females might be the result of the higher meiotic requirements inherent in spermatogenesis.
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Autosomal translocations are a cause of male sterility in mice as well as men. Lyon and Meredith1 were the first to show that certain translocations that did not involve sex chromosomes caused sterility in male mice, while females were fertile, albeit with reduced litter size. Searle et al2 described eight autosomal translocations that are maintained through female carriers, the males being sterile. Testis weight is low and spermatogenesis is arrested at different stages characteristic for any particular translocation.
An apparently similar situation has been described in man.3 Three brothers, carriers of a balanced reciprocal translocation between chromosomes 9 and 22, were sterile. A testicular biopsy in one of them revealed spermatogenesis until metaphase I but few spermatids and no spermatozoa. Chain quadrivalents were present at diakinesis.The translocation had been inherited from the mother in whom oogenesis appeared to proceed normally.
The question arises of why the same translocation causes meiotic arrest in males but not in females. Does 
Correction
In the article 'Retardation of ovarian growth in male-sterile mice carrying an autosomal translocation' by Mittwoch et al (J Med Genet 1981;18: 414-7), the mouse translocations were printed throughout using human instead of mouse cytogenetics nomenclature, that is, t instead of T. We apologise for this error.
